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WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Manager Report 
July 25, 2018 

Washington State Chapter of the American Planning Association Fall Conference 
A session proposal on WRIA 9’s update of the Salmon Habitat Plan was accepted for the Washington 
American Planning Association Conference on October 4 and 5 in Spokane.   
Description of the session: 
17 local governments of King County are working together across jurisdictional boundaries, cooperating 
with businesses and environmental groups, and state and federal agencies to protect and restore salmon 
habitat in the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed (GDCPSW).  The 2005 landmark 
science-based GDCPSW Salmon Habitat Plan represents these partners’ deep commitment to use a unifying 
watershed planning process to recover the watershed’s threatened Chinook salmon population. The plan 
has guided prioritization and implementation of habitat protection and recovery actions for 13 years, 
including changes to land use regulations and other environmental management and planning tools used 
by the cities and the county (eg: critical areas ordinances; shoreline master programs; capital improvement 
programs; flood control; and stormwater management) . The forthcoming Salmon Habitat Plan update 
reflects the watershed-wide, local government, and multiple stakeholder commitment to adaptively 
managing salmon recovery and improving coordinated, ecological return on investment overtime. This 
presentation focuses on recent scientific assessments that will inform evaluation and refinement of existing 
plans, natural resource/land and water management strategies, capital project prioritization, and land use 
regulations across the cities and county.  The speaker will (1) provide context for the ecosystem-based 2005 
Salmon Habitat Plan; (2) introduce key new findings about the impacts of land use on salmon habitat and 
survival, high water temperatures, and the likely impacts of climate change; and (3) summarize the 
adaptive management/planning process to incorporate new science into the Salmon Habitat Plan.   

2019 National Conference of the American Planning Association 
A session proposal has been submitted for the 2019 National Conference of the American Planning 
Association, April 13-16, San Francisco.  The proposal includes several subject matter experts who are 
working on salmon recovery science assessments and intergovernmental/regional planning issues in WRIA 
9.  Speakers who have agreed to be panelists (pending travel/training approvals) include:  Mayor Dana 
Ralph, City of Kent; Dr. Jenifer McIntyre, Washington State University Cooperative Extension; Jenee Colton, 
King County Toxicologist; Blair Scott and Todd Hunsdorfer, King County Water Quality Planners; and Matt 
Goehring, WRIA 9 Habitat Plan Update Manager.  I will play the roles of both speaker and panel moderator. 
Short Description of the Proposed Session: 
A coalition of 17 local governments in the Puget Sound region of Washington are using new science about 
the threats of stormwater, toxins, and climate change to inform land and water management and policy to 
stave off extinction of salmon.  
Long Description of Proposed Session: 
The Salmon Habitat Plan for the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed, the rivers and 
coastal areas of Seattle, is the science-and -ecosystem based strategy to recover salmon threatened by 
extinction by the Endangered Species Act. The watershed has over 700,000 people living in it, significant 
industrial, rural, agricultural and forest lands, the major warehousing, seaport and airport of the Pacific 
Northwest, and the downtown commercial core of Seattle. Yet the salmon population hangs on--barely. 
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Implementation of the Salmon Habitat Plan, approved as the federal plan for species recovery in 2006, has 
included over $150 million invested in habitat projects. Local governments have taken land use, policy, and 
regulatory actions to protect and improve habitat in the floodplain, nearshore, and estuary areas of the 
watershed. These plan-driven actions are improving habitat and helping to make progress toward recovery, 
but new scientific information indicates that the actions are not enough to recover salmon. Increasing 
pressures from growth and development, climate change, old and new pollution and toxins, water 
temperature changes, and stormwater runoff are challenging jurisdictions to do more. This session 
demonstrates how the coalition of governments and stakeholders are using new science to inform changes 
to the Salmon Habitat Plan.  
 
Desimone Oxbow 
The Desimone Trust is considering a lease proposal for the Oxbow property, the 45-acre, 2,000 feet of 
Duwamish River Transition Zone shoreline.  It is anticipated that due diligence will take a couple more 
months.  During this time, I continue to pursue every angle possible to catalyze the Trust to include 
significant salmon habitat restoration as a component of the property’s future, under a new long-term 
lease by a private entity or other options the Trust may consider.  I have teamed with Pureblue to 
champion a “Habitat, Jobs, and Applied Research” concept for the property.  This concept includes 15-20 
acres of habitat restoration, 25-30 acres for a multi-organizational campus (of which Pureblue is interested 
in locating its Northwest Water Innovation Center), and social justice opportunities such as urban gardens 
and farms (this area of the Duwamish is a mapped “food desert” area), modern greenhouses, job 
certification programs related to food, energy, and water, master gardening program focused on growing 
food familiar to immigrant families, and access and kayak launch to the river.  Pureblue has provided 
PowerPoint presentations on the concept to King County (Fred Jarrett, Bob Burns, Josh Baldi) and Tukwila 
(Mayor and Councilmember Robertson); both agencies are extremely interested in the concept and support 
moving it forward. 
 
Downey Farmstead Regional Evaluation 
The Kent Downey Farmstead restoration project was submitted for consideration by the Large Capital Puget 
Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) grant program.  Evaluation results are hot off the press.  Downey 
ranked 9th of 13 projects Puget Sound-wide.  While this is an excellent ranking, based on the funding 
appropriated by the State in the budget for PSAR, it appears Downey would just narrowly miss the cut-
off….again. 
 
Kollin and Matt to Lead Tour for new NOAA and WDFW staff on July 26 
Who is coming? Do note that Doug bowed out due to a Salmon Recovery Council meeting.  

1. Ben Mann, NOAA 
2. Lisa Abernathy NOAA 
3. Meagan West, WDFW 
4. Kollin Higgins-KC-Senior Ecologist 
5. Josh Kahan-KC-Middle Green River Basin Steward 
6. Katie Beaver-KC Lower Green River Basin Steward 
7. Matt Goehring-WRIA 9 Planning and Technical Coordinator 

We are currently planning to stop at the following sites (and will talk about many more): 
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Middle Green 
1. Kanaskat Palmer 
2. Porter Levee Setback 
3. Pautzke Levee setback 

Lower Green 
4. Reddington Levee layback 
5. Horsehead Bend 
6. Leber Farmstead 
7. Briscoe Desimone 

Duwamish—if there is time 
8. Duwamish Gardens 

 
Doug invited on Congressional Staff Tour 
I’m invited to one of the three days of Congressional Staff Tours of watersheds this year.  On August 13, the 
tour is of Howard Hanson Dam and Soos Creek Hatchery. 
Congressional staff on this tour: 

Katie Allen, Kilmer 
Lylianna Ayala, Jayapal 
Tre Easton, Murray 
Danielle Fulfs, Jayapal 
Kaylee Galloway, DelBene 
Kelly Marquardt, DelBene 
David Marlin, Heck 
Angie Riesterer, Herrera Beutler 
Colin Swanson, Reichert 

The other invitees are from WDFW, PSP, GSRO, Governor’s Office, USACE, Tacoma, and NOAA (Jennifer 
Quan).  The tour is part of NOAA’s elevation of HHD fish passage to Congress. 
 
The other tours are August 14 and 15 to Hood Canal and Olympic Peninsula and a flyover of the Kitsap and 
Olympic Peninsulas, respectively (I’ll find out if the flyover could include the Green River—time is a limiting 
factor). 
 
Sustainability TALKS—Auburn High School 
On May 25 at the Auburn Performing Arts Center, Doug provided a short “Sustainability TALK” on WRIA 9’s 
Re-Green the Green program.  The “less than 8 minute” professional TALKS are provided in front of a live 
student audience during a regular school day.  The TALKS are captured on camera and audio with the goal 
to bring expert voices on sustainable systems problem-solving into WRIA 9 classrooms (and across Puget 
Sound) to simulate inquiry and catalyze problem-based learning.  TALKS are produced by Sustainability 
Ambassadors in partnership with WRIA 9, and behalf of schools throughout Puget Sound.  WRIA 9 is 
partnering with Sustainability Ambassadors to implement education and outreach actions of the Salmon 
Habitat Plan. Doug’s and all other TALKS will be made available for viewing online soon. 


